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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  lEPARTMENT 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH; 

G-.B,  Hopkins,  M.B,,  Ch,B<,  B.Pharm. , D,P,H. 

holding  appointments  of:- 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  - Dorset  County  Council) c 
School  Medical  Officer  ; ^ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Blandford  Rural  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Borough  of  Blandford  Forum 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Wimborhe  Minster  Urban  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  - ^<imborne  and  Cranborne  Rural  District 

Honorary  Medical  Officer  to  the  Dorset  TiiTater  Board 


Blandford  Rural  District ^ 

Borough  of  Blandford  Forum a 

V/imbome  Minster  Urban  District 3 

Vimborne  and  Cranborne  Rural  District 1-g- 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR; 


11th  of  time 


day  per  week 
day  per  week 
day  per  week 
days  per  week 


P.D,  Franklin,  M.A.P.H.I,,  M.R.S.H, 
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Area  Office, 

Health  Clinic, 

Rowlands  Hill, 

Wimborne  Minster, 
Dorset, 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen, 

I present  my  Annual  Report  for  1969* 

In  ray  last  Annual  Report  I commented  that  the  practice 
of  commencing  with  mention  of  notifiable  diseases  was  becoming  doubtfully 
justifiable.  This  comment  can  be  made  mth  greater  conviction  this  year 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  19^9  should  have  been  a vintage  year 
for  measles.  It  is  of  course  only  a few  specified  diseases  which  are 
notifiable,  the  main  mass  of  disease  is  not,  but  nevertheless  as  an 
indication  of  morbidity  amongst  children  in  particixlar  the  statistics  on 
notifiable  diseases  speak  volumes.  The  "\ambrella"  over  the  children 
grows  bigger  and  biggerj  there  can  be  very  few  parents  who  woiild  not  be 
very  shocked  to  see  a list  of  notifiable  diseases  which  even  a rural  district 
of  14,000  souls  would  have  produced  about  the  year  1900,  It  is  very 
desirable  to  remind  ourselves  that  although  much  of  this  enormous  benefit 
is  established  and  unlikely  to  be  lost  except  due  to  some  unthinkable 
catastrophe  such  as  H bomb  warfare,  some  of  it  still  depends  upon  hard 
routine  slogging,  especially  in  the  sphere  of  imimmisation.  People  have 
short  memories. 


There  were  many  incidents  in  England  and  Vfales 
during  the  summer  of  persons  visiting  exotic  places  and  returning  with  more 
than  suntan.  They  had  in  fact  been  infected  with  salmonella  organisms, 
others  had  narrowly  missed  typhoid.  People  are  becoming  more  and  more 
venturesome  in  their  choice  of  holidays  and  the  continent  of  Africa  has  not 
lost  its  Eiysterious  fascination.  Holidays  in  North  Africa  are  in  current 
vogue,  and  there  are  already  signs  of  travel  agents  putting  forward 
suggestions  for  venturing  farther  south  iri  that  continent  and  also  farther  east 
into  Asia  Minor.  It  cannot  be  stressed  too  much  that  disease  is  still  rife  in 
these  places,  much  of  it  quite  beyond  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the 
average  holiday  maker  and  travel  agents  have  a duty  to  their  clients  to  warn 
them  of  the  risks  they  run  in  entering  the  tropics.  Malaria  is  only  one 
of  the  diseases  they  must  take  veiy  seriously. 


It  has  been  reliably  estimated  that  between  now  and  the 
year  2000  AD  the  demand  for  water  in  the  British  Isles  will  double, 
and  many  authorities  face  a serious  problem  in  this  context,  the  re- 
circulation of  sewage  has  even  been  mentioned,  and  of  course,  many  water 
supplies  have  for  years  been  extracted  from  sewage  polluted  primary  sig)plies. 

We  are  therefore  doubly  fortunate  in  this  area  to  have  such  good  primary 
sovirces  of  water  and  moreover  plenty  of  it. 

The  fluoride  controversy  bears  close  similarities  to  that 
which  attended  the  proposed  introduction  of  pastevirisation  of  milk  during  the 
1930’s,  Almost  everyone  now  gratefully  accepts  pasteurised  milk  and  one 
feels  confident  that  in  the  futiire  fluoridation  of  water  will  be  accepted 
just  as  freely,  I cannot  in  the  meantime  resist  quoting  a passage  by 
Professor  Sir  Graham  Wilson,  formerly  Director  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratoiy  Service  and  an  eminent  scientist,  in  his  book  on  "The  Pasteurisation 
of  Milk"  1942  (Edward  Arnold  and  Co.):- 


"Unfortunately  pasteurisation  is  a subject  on  which  many  people  find  it 
difficult  to  form  an  unbiased  judgement.  It  is  not  infrequently 
regarded  with  such  intense  prejudice  that  no  reasoned  statement  of  the 
evidence  is  listened  to,  much  less  given  adequate  consideration.  This 
attitude  is  the  direct  antithesis  of  that  usually  adopted  by  scientific 
workers,  namely  that  of  a dispassionate  review  of  the  whole  of  the 
available  evidence  with  conclusions  e3{p)ressed  in  the  form  of  cautious 
understatement.  In  view  of  this  difference  in  mental  approach, 
it  is  useless  for  men  of  science  to  expect  that  a carefiol  presentation 
of  the  facts  will  make  any  impression  on  the  minds  of  those  who,  whether 
from  \mreasonable  conviction  or  from  a repressed  suspicion  of  the 
weakness  of  their  own  case,  are  prepared  to  resort  to  half-truths, 
unverifiable  assertions,  or,  as  experience  has  shown,  actual  falsehoods 
in  support  of  their  contentions.  No  matter  how  clear  and  well  documented 
the  evidence  may  be,  there  are  always  those  whom  Shakespeare  must  have  in 
mind  when  he  made  Cicero  say:-  "Men  may  construe  things  after  their  fashion, 
clean  from  the  purpose  of  the  things  themselves." 

How  pei*fectly  these  words  fit  the  subject  of  fluoridation?!  . 

Also  in  the  above  book.  Sir  Uraham  Wilson  quoted  the  late 
eminent  scientist.  Sir  Edward  Mellanby  who  said  in  the  Report  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council  for  1937-8:- 

"It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  to  guide  the  public 
on  the  importance  of  medical  discovery  in  its  practical  applications;  to 
human  needs.  Their  task  is  wholly  to  promote  discovery,  and  to  announce 
it  to  the  world  when  it  is  made.  They  cannot  but  view  with  regret, 
however,  the  delay  which  so  often  occurs  between  medical  discovery  and  its 
application,  especially  when  the  discovery  is  one  that  provides  an  immediate 
opportunity  of  preventing  or  even  eliminating  disease,  Ti/hat  the  loltinate 
solution  of  this  difficulty  will  be  is  not  obvious,  but  with  the  present 
increase  in  knowledge  of  methods,,  of  preventing  disease,  a better  method 
of  informing  and  educating  the  public  becomes  imperative." 

Yfe  do  not  seem  to  have  found  it  yet!. 

Meanwhile  parents  cotild  do  much  to  defend  their  children's  teeth 
from  decay  by  exercising  restraiht  in  the  purchase  of  sweets  and  sticky  foods 
and  regulating  the  times  at  which  such  items  of  food  are  eaten.  In 
particular  no  child  should  be  allowed  to  go  to  sleep  with  food  adhering 
tOjits  teeth,  the  final  measure,  preferably  tooth  cleaning  but  at  least 
through  mouth  rinsing,  always  coming  after  eating  and  drinking. 

It  is  a strange  little  paradox  but  drinking  in  this  context 
includes  drinking  syrup;y medicine  which  some  children  have  to  do  regularly 
for  long  periods.  Many  valuable  medicines  for  children  are  invariably 
disguised  in  taste  by  presentation  in  a syrupy  base  and  the  prescribing 
doctor  has  no  choice  but  to  either  do  without  the  medicine  or  to  prescribe 
it  regardless  of  its  syrupy  base,  however  much  he  may  deplore  the  effect 
on  a child's  teeth  of  syrup  last  thing  at  night. 


During  the  year  I placed  before  the  Council  a report  upon  a 
survey  of  cream  samples  taken  in  East  Dorset.  The  large  and  medium  size 
firms  were  producing  a good  product  but  certain  smaller  dairies  were 
producing  a product  which  regularly  contained  fairly  high  numbers  of  faecal 
(type  l)  coliform  organisms.  Tiis  report  stimulated  publicity  in  press 
and  television,  and  I was  struck  by  the  difficulty  of  advising  housewives 
in  general  terms  v;hat  product  to  b\y,  one  obviously  could  not  mention 
individual  products,  and  I felt  that  the  housewife  had  of  necessity  to  be 
left  largely  in  the  dark.  The  remedy  for  this  lies  in  enforceable/ 

regulations 


"based  -upon  accurate  labelling  requirements  as  to  the  nature  of  the  process 
used,  e.g.,  pasteurisation  of  the  original  milk,  or  of  the  cream  itself, 
or  sterilisation  of  the  latter  product,  or  no  heat  treatment  at  all  if  this 
is  allovred.  Enforceable  requirements  of  this  nature  depend  upon  the 

existence  of  analytical  and  bacteriological  procedures  capable  of  verifying 
the  claims  on  the  label,  and  once  this  step  has  been  taken  the  housev/ife 
will  be  able  to  make  an  intelligent  choice  of  product  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  label  meant  what  it  saidl.  The  more  important  analytical  and 
bacteriological  procedures  are  already  satisfactorily  worked  out,  and  a 
survey  is  currently  being  conducted  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
on  bacteriological  tests  for  staleness.  There  seems  no  doubt  that 
regulations  will  soon  be  applied  to  cream  and  that  they  are  overdue. 

The  medi\m  and  large  firms  will  welcome  regulations  req\iring  standards  which 
they  already  observe.  It  remains  only  to  add  that  some  months  after 
my  report  to  Council  a leading  article  in  the  B.M.J,  on  bacteria  in  cream 
reassured  me  as  to  the  correctness  of  my  views,  in  the  expression  of  y^hich 
I was  obviously  in  good  company!. 


At  the  risk  of  vexation  by  quotation  here  is  another  which  I could  not 
resist,  this  time  culled  from  an  article  by  Professor  C.R.  Lowe  in  the 
B.M.J,  early  in  1969:- 

"throughout  the  country  every  morning  the  walls  of  bedrooms  and  bathrooms 
reverberate  to  the  dawn  chorus  of  our  smokers  as  they  light  up  the  first 
cigarette  of  the  day  to  help  them  on  their  way  to  work  and,  for  a substantial 
proportion  of  them  on  their  way  to  disablement  and  premature  death. 

At  a conservative  estimate,  probably  three  quarters  of  the  toll  of 
32,000,000  working  days  and  30,000  lives  taken  each  year  by  bronchitii  is 
attributable  to  the  cigarette." 


There  follows  the  report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr,  P.D„  Franklin, 
and  the  customary  statistical  tables  , 


AU&UST  . ic-Q 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  acres 61,  717 

Population  as  estinated  by  Registrar  G-eneral  - nid  year..  13,  490 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  J^ril,  1969 £387,  467 

Product  of  Id  rate  as  at  1st  April,  1969 £1,  618,  11,  4 

Estinated  nnnber  of  houses  (Council  and  Private  at  end  of  3,  745 

1969) 


Product  of  Id  rate  as  at  1st  April,  1969 £1,  618,  11,  4 

Estinated  nnnber  of  houses  (Council  and  Private  at  end  of  3,  745 

1969) 


AS  SUPPLIED  BY  THE 

REUISTRAR  G-EKERAL 

BIRTI^ 

MALES. 

FE^,tALES._ 

TOTAL 

Live  Births 

99 

214 

Legitinate 

93 

199 

Illegitinate 

6 

15 

STILLBIRTHS 

Legitinate 

1 

3 

Illegitinate. 

— 

•• 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS. 

Under  1 year  of  age. 

4 

1 

5 

Legitinate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitinate 

•• 

1 

DEATHS 


All  ages 


66 


112 


Blandford  Rinral 
District 


England  & 
Wales 


Adninistrati ve 
)uni 


Standardised  birth  rate 20,  7 

Standardised  death  rate 10,  1 


16,  3 16.  8 

11,  9 10.  7 


CO!.gARABILITY  FACTORS 


Births 

Deaths 


1.  30 
1.  22 
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SECTION  A 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Dorchester  and  provides  an 
excellent  free  service  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  human  specimens, 
food,  milk  and  v/ater. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Control 
is  centralised  in  Dorchester  and  the  service  operates  from  Castleman  House. 

MATERNITY, AND  CHILD  tfflLEARE  SERVICES 

Dorset  County  Council  provided  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  once  a month  in  the 
Health  Centre  in  Blandford  where  other  services  are  also  grouped,  including 
the  school  dental  service  for  the  area,  speech  therapy,  audiometry,  family 
planning,  special  examinations,  cervical  cytology,  chiropody  for  the 
elderly,  ante-natal  calsses  and  the  home,  help  organiser.  The  area  health 
visitors  are  based  on  this  clinic.  The  registrar  of  births  and  deaths 
attends  the  clinic  three  times  weekly. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

A local  organiser  attends  to  the  detailed  administration  of  this  valuable 
service  and  is  at  the  Health  Clinic  from  9 to  9*30  a.m.  during  weekdays. 


SECTION  B 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles 3 

Whooping  Gough 1 

Infective  Hepatitis 2 

Tuberculosis 1 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  are  as  follovra: - 


PUnvIQNARY 

NON-FUmONARY 

Males 

. . . .12 

Males 

. Nil 

Females 

....  6 

Females 

. 1 

VACCINATION  AND  BB-IUNISATION 

STATISTICS 

Poliomyelitis  Diphtheria  Tetanus  Whooping  Ccu.di  Smallpox  Measles 

Oral  Basic  Course 

P^ R^ P.  R.  P.  R.  P. R.  P.  R. 


148  286  J.92  420  144 


165 


363 


P = Primary  course 
R = Reinforcing  dose 


174  183  110  69 


SECTION  C 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES-  ''-oQ 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 3 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  1 

Diabetes  mellitus  1 


Anaemias  

Mental  Disorders 


Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  1 

Hypertensive  disease  1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  20 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  A 

Cerebrovascular  disease  8 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  k 

Influenza  2 

Pneumonia  5 


Bronchitis  and  emphysema  

Peptic  ulcer  

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  1 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  

All  other  accidents  


PBtCALE 


1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

k 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 


1 

2 


66  U.6 


Total  all  causes 


AMUAL  REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

BLAI^DFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


The  work  of  the  Department  has  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in 
previous  years  and,  as  before,  a good  deal  of  the  time  has  been  taken  up  with 
the  administration  of  refuse  collection  services.  In  the  early  months  of  the 
year  the  50  - odd  vehicle  bodies  left  at  the  tip  by  the  car  breaker,  whose 
tenancy  was  terminated  in  the  proceeding  December,  were  dismantled  and  removed 
and  after  reinstatement  of  fences  and  other  damages,  a small  profit  remained 
to  the  Rural  District  Council,  Scrap  is  now  dealt  vi/ith  on  a monthly  basis 
and  the  site  is  completely  cleared  periodically,  the  number  of  vehicle  bodies 
seldom  exceeding  three  at  any  one  time. 

A Scarifier  was  purchased  for  the  B125  enabling  trenching  to  be 
speeded-up.  In  retrospect  this  has  been  responsible  for  a very  considerable 
gain  in  relation  to  wear  and  tear  on  the  vehicle  and  especially  its  tracks. 
Controlled  tipping  proceeds;  the  site  is  well  maintained  and  there  is  seldom 
very  much  evidence  to  show  that  this  is  a refuse  tip  where  a minimum  of  ICO 
cubic  yards  of  refuse  a day  is  accepted. 

The  two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  vehicles  continued  to  function  although 
it  became  necessary  to  carry  out  major  repairs  and  complete  overhaul  on  the 
oldest  machine  causing  its  removal  from  service  for  nearly/three  months, 
during  which  time  a considerable  burden  was  placed  upon  the  Collectors  who 
responded  vrell  and  the  seivice  suffered  but  little. 

An  indication  of  the  hazards  whichpresent  themselves  in  this  type 
of  work  can  be  seen  from  Wo  accidents  which  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
first  when  one  of  the  Collectors  went  to  light  a cigarette  while  wearing 
^ves  which  had  presumably  been  contaminated  with  an  inflammable  substance. 
These  gloves  burst  into  flames,  badlyburning  him  around  the  wrist  and  hands  - 
an  injury  which  took  some  weeks  to  heal.  The  second  was  to  a temporary 
Collector  employed  in  the  summer  period  v/ho  was  involved  in  an  accident  with 
a motor  car  and  received  serious  injuries,  including  a fractured  leg. 

Tvro  other  factors  in  the  collection  service  were  the  acceptance  of 
responsibility  for  a proportion  of  the  Borough  houses  sited  within  the  Rural 
District  and  this  increase,  coupled  with  the  development  in  other  villages 
and  Blandford  Camp,  has  resulted  in  an  increase  of  bins  collected  approaching 
25/^  on  the  overall  total  reckoned  at  three  years  ago.  The  second  feature  was 
the  reinstitution  of  a paper  salvage  collection,  bearing  in  mind  a rise  in 
the  national  prices  for  reclaimed  v;aste  paper  and  the  hope  of  a guaranteed 
market  for  this  product  in  the  future.  Although  the  design  of  the  vehicles 
imposes  a certain  restriction  on  the  total  amount  of  paper  that  can  be 
collected  in  any  one  journey  the  maximum  had  not  been  reached  by  the  end  of  the 
year  and  receipts  were  then  climbing  tov;ards  £8  per  v/eek. 

The  septic  tank  emptying  service,  operated  for  the  Council  by  a 
Private  Contractor,  continued  to  be  a source  of  considerable  trouble  and  in 
September  the  Contractor  withdrew  his  services  completely  leaving  the  Council 
with  no  means  to  maintain  this  service.  Negotiations  v/ere  still  proceeding 
at  the  end  of  the  year  in  an  attempt  to  provide  an  alternative  public  service. 


Meat 


10 


Meat  Sterilisation  Regulations:  These  Regulations  came  into 

force  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  affect  this  Council  because  there  is  a 
Knacker' s lard  v/ithin  the  District.  The  owner  has  installed  processing 
equipment  of  a suitable  nature  and  sterilises  the  end  product  of  his  trade, 
maintaining  his  premises  in  very  good  order. 


SmiPLBS  SUBMITTED  FOR  BACTERIOLOCICAL  EXMgNATION 

Satisfactory 


Drinking  Water  3 

Swimming  Baths  1 

Ice  Cream  9 

Cream  1 

Faeces  3 


HOBSINC 

(l)  By  Local  Authority 


(a)  With  State  Assistance  for  rehousing  0 

(b)  Y/ith  State  Assistance  for  other  purposes 25 

(c)  YVithout  State  Assistance  0 

(2)  By  other  persons 

(a)  With  State  Assistance 0 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance  95 

New  Houses  commenced  during  the  year  but  not  yet  completed 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 0 

(b)  By  other  persons 77 

Housing  Action 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  informal  action  0 

(2)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  1 

(3)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 0 

(а)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  made.  3 

(5)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursurance  of  Demolition  Orders.  1 

(б)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  accepted..  9 

(7)  Number  of  houses  demolished  otherwise 2 


FACTORIES 


FACTORIES 


No.  on 
register 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 

are  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  1 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (l)  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  38 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

by  Local  Authority  (excluding  out-workers  premises)  0 


11 

Inspection 

1 

12 


0 


CASES  W WHICH  DEFECTS  mm  FOUND 


Particulars  Found  Remedied 


Wa.nt  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Sanitary  Accommodation 
Inadequate  V entilation 
Unreasonable  Temperature 


1 1 
1 1 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
found 

Referred  to  By  H.M.  Number  of  Cases 
H.M.  Inspector  Inspector  in  which  Prose- 
cut  ion  instituted 


SEPTIC  TANKS 

The  Number  of  septic  tanks  emptied  during  thejear  was 247 


SAL7AGB 

The  Depot,  ”Nordon” 

Rags 

Aluminium 

Brass 

Copper 

Iron 

Batteries 

Stourpaine  Tip 

Iron 


3. 

Od. 

. .£14. 

11. 

Od. 

6. 

8d. 

..£  2. 

19. 

Od. 

..£27. 

10. 

Od. 

11. 

Od. 

..£39. 

14. 

Od. 

WASTE  PAPER 


The  Depot,  "Nordon" 


Container  Waste ■B22.19.0d. 

Bundled  Old  Newspapers <Bl24.  6.0d. 


PREVENTION  OF  DMIAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 

Number  of  initial  visits.... 

Number  of  re-visits  

Visits  for  other  reasons.... 
Major  infestations  (Rats) . . . 
Major  infestations  (Mice)... 
Minor  infestations  (Rats)... 
Minor  infestations  (Mice)... 


795 

374 

223 

47 

18 

300 

40 


smai/iRY 


12 


Sm-MARY  OF  VISITS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Housing  Acts 829 

Public  Health 10^ 

Pood  Hygiene 2 

Factories 28 

Infectious  Diseases 23 

Petroleum  Regulations 59 

Interviews Ill 

Rodent  Control 62 

Visits  re  Septic  Tank 15 

Refuse  Collection 212 

Offensive  Trades 23 

Other  visits 157 

Meetings 21 

C.S.R.  Act 23 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 68 

Clean  Air  Act 10 

Civic  Amenities  Act 38 

i/ater  Supplies  and  Swimming  Baths 17 

Pet  Animals  A_ct 2 

Mobile  Pood  Traders 13 

Noise  Abatement 3 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Regulations 6 


